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Principal’s Message 

We have another busy and exciting term ahead. Sports teams continue 
in their competitions and the Arts continue to flourish, with our school 
Roadshow visiting many local schools. However, it is the academic 
programme that really comes to the fore during Term 3. The school 
speech competition, NIWA Science Fair and our Mathex teams are all 
in action over the next few weeks. I am looking forward to sharing the 
results with you. 
 
In this newsletter, we introduce the new teaching staff, share the 
school calendar, share the students’ Learning Intentions for Term 3 
and advise you about our Puberty Education. 
 
Communication about our school camps has already begun; you 
should have received your child’s individual letter by now. It is 
important to note that the whole school goes to eight different camps 
at the same time; Term 4, Week 1 – Tuesday 15 - 18 October. All camps 
are $290.00. Parents information meeting, 6th August at 6pm. 
 
Students are in the process of delivering their 3 minute speeches, I’m 
sure you remember your own intermediate school speech! Please 
encourage, support and practise with them. 
 
For many years our local schools have enjoyed watching the 
“Ponsonby Roadshow” which includes items from the Talent Quest, 
School Production and of course, our famous Cheerleaders. We would 
like to invite all parents and whanau to a special Performance Evening 
(Roadshow plus!) here at Ponsonby Intermediate School on 
Wednesday 14 August at 7pm. 
 
Regards, 

 
 

 

24 July 2019 

Nick Wilson 
Principal 
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In this Issue… 

• New Staff 

• Puberty Education in Term 3 

• Roadshow and Performance Evening 

• Camp Parents’ Meeting 

• Cross Country 

• Sports Update – Basketball, Swim league, Table tennis 

• Kids to Camp 

• Careers Week 

• Science and Technology Fair 

• Library 

• Measles 
 

New Staff 

We welcome Emma Rawstron to the team. Emma is teaching Maths and is the new Room 3 
Form teacher. Emma is an experienced teacher who has come from Campbells Bay Primary 
where she was teaching Year 6 students. 
 

Lorna Cooney is also new to the team. Lorna will eventually take over from Cobey Sweetman 
in Textiles and Design, Form teacher for Room 20. Cobey is going on maternity leave. 
 

Puberty Education 

During Term 3, all Health lessons (starting Week 3) will be focusing on “Body Systems and 
Puberty - Discovering Me”.  The learning outcomes for this unit will enable students to work 
towards achievement of Health and Physical Education guidelines mentioned in the New 
Zealand Curriculum 2007. 
  
This unit reinforces what the Year 8 students learnt last year, in more depth, and will introduce 
key concepts to Year 7 students. 

 
 

Students will learn about: 
 

• The Body Systems 
• The physical, mental and emotional, social, and spiritual growth and development that 

occur and the new needs that arise during puberty 
• Strategies to manage the changes they will experience 
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If you wish for your child to be withdrawn from the class while a specific activity is being taught, 
please make this known in writing to the school office before Monday 29th July 
louisew@ponsint.school.nz 
 
 

Roadshow and Performance Evening 

In Week 3 we will be taking our travelling Roadshow on tour to our contributing primary 
schools.  Up to 80 students will be performing in the eight shows and this is always a 
highlight for our students to participate in. Our students have fond memories of seeing the 
Ponsonby Roadshow when they were younger, but also love returning to their primary 
schools to perform.  A follow up Performance evening will take place in Week 4, 14th August 
Wednesday night, where friends and family can enjoy the Roadshow performances.  
 
 

Camp Parents’ Meeting 

Our Camp Parents’ Meeting is on Tuesday 6th August at 6pm in the school hall. All parents are 
welcome especially those who have volunteered to come on camp. All parents will meet in the 
hall first and then follow their child’s form teacher to the allocated classroom location. You 
will see a short presentation about the camp and have the opportunity to ask any questions.  
The teachers attending will also set out clear expectations for parents and what will be 
required of them during the three night camp.  
It is important to understand that not all parents who volunteer to help on camp will be able 
to go due to number restrictions and budget constraints. Form teachers will confirm whether 
or not they need you on camp as soon as possible via email. 
There will be parking available on the field, weather permitting. 
 
 

Cross Country 2019 – Wednesday 14th August 

Start time:  Assemble at 1.25pm sharp in Houses on Basketball court. 
 
Event Times: Year 7 Girls  - 1.40pm       
   Year 7 Boys - 1.55pm 
   Year 8 Girls - 2.10pm 
   Year 8 Boys - 2.20pm  
 
Distance: All races are 3000m (approx) 
 

Information regarding race protocol and organisation will be given to the students at our 
Friday Assemblies and in our daily notices. Parents and Caregivers are welcome to come along 

mailto:louisew@ponsint.school.nz
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and watch from the road wall along Clarence Street, where you will get a great view of the 
races. Students have already started training during their Kori time and maps of the course are 
available for students in our hall foyer. 
We encourage all students to participate and those students who are unable to compete due 
to sickness or injury, must bring a note to their form teacher on the day. 
 

Sports Update 

Basketball Update 
Basketball season is kicking off Monday Week 3, the 5th of August. Mr Jardine has emailed all 
teams with some information about the upcoming season, and will be providing further 
information over the coming weeks. Please ensure your children are attending their team 
trainings or are asking Mr Jardine if they are unsure of when they are.  

 
Jamie Mackenzie: International Sports achievements in Tennis 
 

First time competing in Australia 
Over the year Jamie has gone to Australia twice to play tennis. The first time Jamie went to 
Australia he won  singles and doubles at the Noosa championships going though 
Qualification and beating the number one Singapore kid in three sets in the final. The second 
tournament, Cody Atkinson and Jamie  made the final in the doubles and falling to the 
number one seeds 7/6 7/5. In the singles, Jamie made the final and lost to the number one 
Australian 12 and under but was a tight match. 
 
Second time competing in Australia 
Just last week, Jamie played in the New Zealand 11 and 
Under team carrying them to the best record in the teams’ 
event  winning every singles and 4 doubles out of 6. Jamie 
was very happy with his efforts but, unfortunately it wasn't 
enough to make the semi-finals. Jamie played in the Rod 
Laver events making the final in singles and falling to 
the  same guy Jamie lost to the first time he went to Aussie 
in a marathon match 7/5, 5/7, 6/4. He then played doubles 
with the same guy he lost to in the final and he won the 
doubles. The second tournament was the big one and Jamie 
was more motivated than ever to win it. He won the singles 
beating the same guy that Jamie lost to in the final 7/6, 
6/4,coming second in the doubles. 
 
Where to next for Jamie? 



5 

Jamie is heading to Europe this Wednesday playing in 4 different tournaments in Belgium, 
Germany and Austria. We all wish him the best of luck. 
 

Orienteering Achievements 
In the last week of the holidays Ami McGowan represented Ponsonby Intermediate School at 
the North Islands Schools Orienteering Championships in Hawkes Bay.  She raced in the Year 
7/8 Championships and in the Sprint event and finished 4th place, the highest of all of the 
Year 7’s. Additionally she joined with two Diocesan girls to win the relay competition on the 
3rd day, winning as a composite team. Overall Ponsonby finished 12th in the schools 
competition. 
If you are interested in joining orienteering please contact michellem@ponsint.school.nz who 
can get you in touch with the organisers. 
 

Auckland Swim League 
Ponsonby Intermediate Swim League team started competing this term in the Auckland 
Swimming League (ASL) at Cameron Pool. The purpose of the ASL is to get “different levels of 
swimmers" to participate in a fun and competitive environment. The Ponsonby team are a mix 
of both confident and newbie swimmers, with most keen to extend training to “perfect” their 
stroke techniques - free, breaststroke, backstroke and fly. Swimmers earn points for races 
entered, adding to the overall team scores. Mid-way through the competition the Ponsonby 
team were 4th overall on points, and swam well enough over the last half of the term to make 
it to the top two. On Saturday 28 June, Ponsonby competed in the Finals with results yet to be 
confirmed, so watch this space!! Fantastic swimming by Hereata Crosswell, Frede Ancell, Ike 
Ancell, Joel Blijlevens, Luc John, Noah Curtis, Lucie Harrison, Karisa Southon, Emma Wallace, 
Jessica Webb, Aleeza Shahab, Hugo Tong, Tom Kenny, Jasper Steventon, Marley Hicks, James 
Hall and Isabella Noakes. Thanks to all parent supporters. More swimmers will need to be 
recruited for Term 3, so if you wish to express an interest to join, please contact Mye Crosswell 
myexwell@gmail.com 
 

 

Table Tennis 
The Ponsonby Intermediate Year 7 and 8 Girls’ and Boys’ Table Tennis teams went to a 
tournament on Thursday 20 June, held at the Auckland Table Tennis Association. The 
tournament was a Round Robin format so players in singles and doubles teams had a busy 
time playing at least 6 games in the first round. Games were exciting to watch - competitors 
were quick on their feet to make returns end to end, smashing some precise long shots too. 
Most games resulted in close scores to reach 11 points first, with many playing to best of five 
games. Highlights were playing Round the World Table Tennis game with Agam Aharon placing 
2nd in the girls’ match. Congratulations to doubles players Eric Hu and Jacob Miller who placed 
3rd overall in the Year 7/8 Boys Grade. Thanks to our parent support. 
 
Results 

mailto:michellem@ponsint.school.nz
mailto:myexwell@gmail.com


6 

Girls’ Singles: A - Genevieve Cartmell, B - Myiesha Shahab   
Doubles: A - Adrika Adityan, Agam Aharon and Charmagne Ocdao (combined) 
Boys’ Singles: A - Naruto Sutherland, B - Cameron Lai   
Doubles: A - Callum Rae and Karsten Price;  B - Eric Hu and Jacob Miller  
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Kids-to-Camp 

Throughout the year, we are raising money to sponsor students to attend camp in Term 4. The 
councillors have already raised enough to sponsor 4 students. 
If you are a parent/caregiver who would like to sponsor a student feel free to follow the link 
below with the reference ‘Kids to Camp’. Your contribution is greatly appreciated. 
http://www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz/pay-online.html  
 

 

Careers Week 

We had a great Careers Week in the last week of Term 2 with a variety of special guests. We 
had a doctor, a vet, brand and marketing manager from Spark, an actor, Khaos Dance Crew, 
Head Designer of Bobux and micro-biologist. 
The students asked some great questions and are currently learning more about Careers in 
their health classes for the next two weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Science and Technology Fair 

The Fair is drawing to a close. Monday 12th August (Week 4) is the day that all projects need 
to be completed and handed in. Please deliver them to the Library at 8:30am. Thank you. 
 

Library 

Over the term break I bought a number of incredible books that I am processing at the 
moment. I will share library news with you throughout Term 3, including librarian book reviews 
and student book reviews. 
 

http://www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz/pay-online.html
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The first one is Grace by Morris Gleitzman. This book has the most amazing heroine, Grace. 
She is a young girl whose family are members of a religious cult. As she matures she starts 
wondering if this lifestyle is for her, does she really need to be kept in her place? This is a story 
of self-discovery and of gaining an understanding of your own self-worth. An excellent, thought 
provoking read. Highly recommended. 10/10 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measles 

The latest updates from Auckland Regional Public Health Service regarding measles in 
Auckland can always be found at www.arphs.health.nz/public-health-topics/disease-and-
illness/measles/ where there are also copies of the measles fact sheet available in Maori, 
Samoan, Tongan, Cook Island Maori, Niuean, Chinese, Korean, Hindi and NZ Sign Language. 
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